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Music History Blast From The Past 
Music Camp Lesson Plans utilizing  

The Great Composers & Their Music curriculum  
written by Joy Morin 

 
For this camp, I recommend group sizes of 3-8 students (5 or 6 is probably ideal).  Students will 
be most comfortable working at a table; however, the floor is acceptable too.  The lesson plans 
below are written for a 4-day camp that meets 2 hours each day; however, if you wish to 
incorporate other activities you can certainly change them.  I do recommend planning on 20-30 
minutes to study the musical time period, and an hour-and-a-half to complete the composer 
lapbook.  
 
You will need to choose and purchase four composer lapbook pdfs from the ColorInMyPiano 
shop (ColorInMyPiano.com/shop).  Be sure to choose one composer from each of the periods of 
Music History: Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern.   

MATERIALS 

• glue stick for each student 
• scissors for each student 
• colored file folder for each student 
• printouts of the composer lapbook pdf for each student 
• pencils 
• crayons or colored pencils 

 

OUTLINE FOR EACH DAY 

0:00 On Day 1, ask each student to introduce themselves.  On Day 2-4, begin the day by 
briefly reviewing the previous day’s material.  

0:10 Study the time period of music history.  There are a variety of resources online you 
can use.  One is the free Music History Lapbook available at ColorInMyPiano.com: 
http://colorinmypiano.com/2012/08/24/freebie-music-history-periods-lapbook-
study/.  I found information about the development of the piano throughout history 
at the Piano Technicians Guild website (visit https://www.ptg.org/piano/teachers, 
click “History,” and then click “Piano History Fact Sheet”).  

0:30 Begin the composer lapbook.  Show them your example of the lapbook.  Hand out 
the file folders and the sheets with the composer picture and large pocket first, and 
give out the rest of the sheets as needed.  As students cut, color, and glue, read the 
composer’s biography aloud to them.  You can stop occasionally to play musical 
excerpts of the composer’s music, or you can play all the music at once after you 
read the biography.  

1:00 Break 
1:10 Continue and finish the composer lapbook.  As students finish up, you can help them 

fill in any blanks inside the lapbook.   
2:00 END 


