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______________________________________________________________________________
RHYTHM
Includes keeping a steady beat, fluency, meter, tempo changes, accurately playing notated rhythms, and counting. 
Ann has a pretty intuitive sense of steady beat, which is great!  She understands how to play basic rhythm values accurately and fluidly.  
______________________________________________________________________________
MUSIC READING
Includes naming notes, sight-reading, accuracy, and fluency. 
Ann knows her fingerings, the names of the piano keys, and how to read pre-staff notation for her pieces.  We will continue increasing her level of comfort with these steps and in upcoming months, will eventually transition into reading traditional on-staff notation.  She is doing great with all of this foundational work.  
______________________________________________________________________________
THEORY 
Includes completing written assignments adequately and on time, analyzing a piece for its form/style, identifying a key, identifying chords/scales/arpeggios in music, and knowing various music terminologies. 
Ann seems to really enjoy doing her theory assignments, and she always completes them neatly.  On occasion, she needs to read the directions more carefully to make sure she does not miss anything. 
______________________________________________________________________________
TECHNIQUE
Includes freedom at the piano, body posture, proper use of hand and fingers, various touches (staccato, legato, accents, etc.), balance between hands, fingering, and pedaling.
Ann is already well on her way to developing a proper technique on the piano.  She plays with comfortably curved fingers and without tension, which is great for a beginner student!  
______________________________________________________________________________
MUSICALITY & ARTISTRY 
Includes shaping phrases, playing expressively, interpreting the music, understanding the composer’s intentions, and playing attention to all details on the page. 
Ann does a great job paying attention to the details on the page, such as the dynamic markings (louds and softs).  She is already beginning to understand how the music can reflect the piece’s title or illustrations, which is an important precursor to learning more about how to play expressively and beautifully down the road.   



______________________________________________________________________________
PERFORMING
Includes stage presence, bowing, memorizing, recovering from mistakes, confidence, and freedom of movement. 
Ann did a great job at our recent Spring Recital, especially considering that she has only been taking lessons since mid-January.  She played confidently with good stage presence.     
______________________________________________________________________________
PRACTICING AND LESSON PREPARATION
Includes practicing regularly, reading assignment notebook at home, practicing efficiently with assigned goals in mind, achieving assignment goals, bringing all materials to lessons, and being ready/willing to learn in lessons.  
I can tell Ann loves playing piano and coming for lessons!  It is wonderful to have such a motivated student with such eagerness for music and learning new things.  Ann comes prepared for lessons each week and pays attention to the goals notated in her assignment notebook.  Keep it up, Ann! 
______________________________________________________________________________
GOALS
- To continue developing reading skills and fluency when playing.  
- To continue encouraging and developing creativity at the piano. Improvisation and composition are a great way to use and apply musical concepts – and it is fun too.  
- Let me know if you have other goals in mind! 
______________________________________________________________________________
OTHER COMMENTS
[bookmark: _LastPageContents]Ann is such a pleasure to teach!  She is a hard worker with a great sense of humor, and she has made a tremendous amount of progress over the last few months.  I cannot wait to see where the next year takes us!         
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